APPENDIX A.
Narrative of the Operations of the Second Army Corps, from the time General Hancock assumed command, June 9, 1863 (relieving Major-General D. N. Couch), until the close of the Battle of Gettysburg. By General C. H. Morgan, late Chief of Staff, Second Army Corps.
TWTAJOR-GENERAL D. N. COUCH was relieved from the command of the Second Corps on the gth of June, 1863, in pursuance of his personal request to the Secretary of War, and General Hancock succeeded to the command. There was, perhaps, no other officer of the Army so strong in the confidence of the Corps, or who could have succeeded to Sumner and Couch so much to the satisfaction of the troops. Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville had raised his reputation as a division commander to the highest point, and his appointment to the command of the Corps was a matter about which there could have been no question. Indeed, it was contemplated, before it was known that General Couch was to leave the Corps, to place General Hancock in command of the cavalry corps, and he was urged strongly by the most conspicuous and able officersrty, which he had the moral courage to proclaim in face of political fanaticism, these constitute a remembrance worthy of the perfect soldier, patriot, husband and father, from the beginning of his eventful career until the hour in which he was called upon to yield up his pure soul to God, upon this occasion. Howfollowed. This last and final blow produced a fatal impress upon my husband's mind, though he endeavored to convince me, as well as himself, that he had accepted with resignation this last strange dispensation, as it appeared to him, and would chide me for not making an effort to reconcile my stricken heart to the inevitable, as her, 1876, from St. Louis.
